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After reading the following passage, write an English composition of about 250-300
words in length as a response to the passage. Your essay should contain a title in its
proper format (10%) and a comprehensive argument (1 0%) for your position on
whether or not Taiwan should legalize euthanasia.

As we approach 2040, the Netherlands and Belgium will have had
decades of experience with legalized euthanasia, and other
jurisdictions will also have permitted either voluntary euthanasia or
physician-assisted suicide for varying lengths of time. This experience
will puncture exaggerated fears that the legalization of these practices
would be a first step toward a new holocaust. By then, an increasing
proportion of the population in developed countries will be more than
75 years old and thinking about how their lives will end. The political
pressure for allowing terminally or chronically ill patients to choose
when to die will be irresistible.

When the traditional ethic of the sanctity of human life is proven
indefensible at both the beginning and end of life, a new ethic will
replace it. It will recognize that the conéept of a person is distinct from
that of a member of the species Homo sapiens, and that it is
personhood, not species membership, that is most significant in
determining when it is wrong to end a life. We will understand that
even if the life of a human organism begins at conception, the life of a
person—that is, at a minimum, a being with some level of
self-awareness—does not begin so early. And we will respect the right
of autonomous, competent people to choose when to live and when to
die. (The Sanctity of Life by PETER SINGER. Foreign Policy,
September/October 2005)
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