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There are four characteristics or qualities essential to royal authority. First, royal authority is sacred; Secondly,
it is paternal; Thirdly, it is absolute; Fourthly, it is subject to reason.... All power comes from God.... Thus
princes act as ministers of God, and his lieutenants.on earth. It is through them that he exercises his empire.... In
this way... the royal throne is not the throne of a man, but the throne of God hismself....

We have seen that kings hold the place of God, who is the frue Father of the human race. We have also seen
that the first idea of power that there was among men, is that of paternal power; and that kings were fashioned on
the mode! of fathers. Moreover, all the world agrees that obedience, which is due to public power, is only
fond ... in the precept which obliges one to honor his parents. From all this it appears that the name “king” is
father’s name, and that goodness is the most natural quality in kings....

Royal authority is absolute. In order to make this term odious and insupportable, many pretend to confuse
absolute government and arbitrary government. But nothing is more distinct, as we shall make clear when we
speak of justice.... The prince need account to no none for what he ordains.... Without this absolute authority, he
can neither do good nor suppress evil: his power must be such that no one can hope to escape him.... The sole
defense of individuals against the public power must be their innocence....

One must, then, obey princes as if they were justice itself, without which there is neigher order nor justice in
affairs. They are gods, and share in some way in divine independence.... It follows from this that he who does
not want to obey the prince ... is condemned irremissibly to death as an enemy of public peace and of human
society.... The prince can correct him§elf when he knows that he has done badly; but against his authority there
can be no remdedy.... (323ZH{E Bishop Bossuet, Politics Drawn from the Very Words of holy Scripture)
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Indeed, in France and England journalists can express themselves freely, even against their kings; so that on
several occasions, in former times, wars broke out between France and England because of these jounalists.
Praise be to God, the divinely guarded (i.e. Ottoman) realms were protected from such things, until a little
while ago that man turned up in Izmir and began to publish his peper. Il would be well to prevent him....
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