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Parent adaptation and family functioning were described through narratives of parents (# = 66 mothers;
n = 43 fathers) and children (5 to 8 years; N = 66) with chronic illness (Type 1 diabetes or asthma) in a
descriptive quantitative study ( Popp, Robinson, Britner, & Blank, 2014). Forty-one percent (n=27) of
all parents were classified as having unresolved feelings about the child's chronic illness diagnosis,
regardless of time since diagnosis. Unresolved mothers demonstrated significantly lower family
cohesion and expressiveness and greater family conflict, compared to resolved parents; while
unresolved fathers demonstrated significantly lower family expressiveness. Children of unresolved
parents demonstrated significantly more representations of family conflict in their narratives. (15%)

A qualitative grounded theory study was conducted to identify parent perceptions (N = 11) and
experiences of communicating with nurses about their technology-dependent children (4 to 15 years)
during hospitalization (Giambra, Sabourin, Broome, & Buelow, 2014). Based on these parent caregiver
interviews, the theory of shared communication between parents of technology-dependent children and
their nurses was developed, representing the major themes of communication acts (i.e., questioning,
listening), communication functions (i.e., explaining, advocating), and communication outcomes (i.e.,

verifying understanding, negotiating roles) and resulting in mutual understanding of the child's plan of
care during hospitalization. (15%)
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