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Yet punctuation is something more than a culture's birthmark; it
scores the music in our minds, gets our thoughts moving to the rhythm of
our hearts. Punciuation is the notation in the sheet music of our words,
telling us when to rest, or when to raise our voices; it acknowledges that
the meaning of our discourse, as of any symphonic composition, lies not in
the units but in the pauses, the pacing and the phrasing!. Punctuation is the
way one bats one’s eyes, lowers one's voice or blushes demurely2.
Punctuation adjusts the tone and color and velume till the feeling comes
into perfect focus: not disgust exactly, but distaste; not lust, or like, but
love.

Punctuatioﬁ:-iﬁsghmo}tiéi{reé us the human QBEe,Eﬁ&Eﬁ themeanm_gs '
that lie between the words. "You aren't young, are you?" loses its innocence
when it loses the question mark. Every child knows the menace® ofa
dropped apostrophe (the parent's "Don't do that” shifting into the more
slowly enunciated* "Do not do that"), and every believer, the ignominy5 of
h:iving his faith reduced to "faith." Add an exclamation point to "To be or
not to be ... " and the gloomy Dane has all the resolve he needs; add a
comma, and the noble sobrietyé of "God save the Queen” becomes a cry of
desperation bordering on double sacrilege.

(228 words, from Pico Iyer, “In Praise of the Humble Comma”)
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! o divide (a musical passage) into short passages or segments, often consisting of four measures or
forming part of a larger unit

2 demure: affectedly shy, modest, or reserved.

* athreat or a possible danger

4 to pronounce; articulate; announce; proclaim

s great personal dishonar or humiliation

13 . v .
gravity in bearing, manner, or treatment

A#E




A%k bl BiER A 102 257 LB EFSREA
3 : 3 ' A% bl

DT REGRH RS AR E R A RRHRR  MRRGBEN AN T
¥Eo RASERRTE AME—RENKX - ERF TRERARAEH IR
- EFANHRFTE  EALARRFTHERAFRRE N ANLELR
HEEt R RIGEBZR > FERFELRM R W4 EHAGEIE
—EHEHRBREE  BTHR ) ERREFRIHGEL -

(233 %; HWasgnhaie TTNOER )

KA SUE




