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“We must be sensitive to the Enlightenment’s chiaroscuro* in order to Judge its contours. We must not carve up the century with
the knife of moral prejudices or anachronistic categories, or be deafened by illuminati rhetoric. Instead of hypostatizing* the
Enlightenment as the destiny of Humanity we should see it rather as the ideology of particular articulate elites with defined interests.
A social history of ideas will show how contexts and preferences led some . . . to proceed in the name of managerial rationality, and
others . . . on the ticket of liberty. For some, such as Gibbon, Enlightenment meant religious emancipation within the political status
quo; for others, like Priestley, it demanded political radicalism within millennial Christianity.” _
“. .. the Enlightenment . . . was not some kind of a torch, kindled by Bacon, blown into flame by Newton and Locke and thence
passed to the outstretched hands of the French philosophes. If it had anything to do with light, it was more like the green band in the
rainbow, which began mostly as blue and ended. up unmistakably yellow. Some such way of looking at things at least serves as a
reminder that the movement was in a state of continual change, but it remains such a crude oversimplification that it may be more of
a hindrance than a help, for the Enlightenment was less a body of doctrine than a number of shared premises from which men of
different temperaments, placed in difference situations, drew quite radically different conclusions.” (Roy Porter and Milula§ Teich
eds., The Enlightenment in National Context) |

* Chiaroscuro: the treatment or disposition of the light and shade, or brighter and darker masses, in a picture.

* Hypostatize: to treat.or regard (a concept, idea, etc.) as a distinct substance or reality
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Article 21:

"Nothing in this Covenant shall be deemed to affect the validity of international engagements such as treaties of arbitration or

regional understandings like the Monroe Doctrine, securing the maintenance of peace. "

( E# L R * United Nations http://www.ungeneva.org/en/about/league-of-nations/covenant )
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