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Surveillance was the game-changer in the fight against polic in India. It marked a strategic shift in the country’s
polio eradication efforts. The setting up of a surveiflance system proved to be the most important milestone in
the journey of polio eradication in India as it formed the backbone of the eradication drive by heiping identify
areas and populations that were at risk and the type of poliovirus circulating in different areas besides measuring
progress. This information in turn led to the development of various strategies that helped to cover these
populaticns and areas better. Polio surveillance in India is a highly sensitive and high quality surveillance
model. Itis a laboratory-backed system that extends to all parts of the country and has enrofled more than
40,000 health facilities from the public, private and non-formal sector to report paralytic cases. Stool specimens
from these cases are collected and sent to one of the eight WHO aceredited laboratories in the country to rule
out polio. The surveillance system is instrumental in generating real time, credible data that helps to identify
areas and populations at risk, Tailored strategies to ensure high coverage in these areas are subsequently
developed.

PR ALE




