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The Roman-native interactions in temperate Europe were classic instances of
conguests of smaller-scale, nonliterate peoples by a larger-scale, literate society. The
written records left by Roman generals, politicians, administrators, and others have
been an immensely powerful force in interpretations of the progress of Romanization.
I we are to try to achieve an unbiased view of the changes that took place during and
after the Roman conquests, we must escape what Jonathan Friedman calls the
dominant discourse of the conqueror. [...]
Like most descriptions of indigenous peoples written by members of imperial
societies, the Roman texts present the indigenous Europeans in static terms, Caesar,
Strabo, Tacitus, and other writers seem to have been largely unaware that the Tron
Age peoples of Gaul and Germany were undergoing substantial changes in their
social, economic, and political organization well before Caesar’s campaigns in Gaul.
(E[8 : Peter S. Wells. The Barbarians Speak. How the Conguered Peoples Shaped
- Roman Europe. Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 1999. PP. 99, 114-5) .
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