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In the heady aftermath of the Cold War, American policymakers pronounced one of the fundamental concepts of
geopolitics obsolete. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice described a new world “in which great power is
defined not by spheres of influence . . . or the strong imposing their will on the weak.” Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton declared that “the United States does not recognizé spheres of influence.” Secretary of State John Kerry
proclaimed that “the era of the Monroe Doctrine is over,” ending almost two centuries of the United States
staking claim to its own sphere of influence in the Western Hemisphere. Such pronouncements were right in that
something about geopolitics had changed. But they were wrong about what exactly it was.
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