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In Asia, Biden has bent over backward to woo a backsliding India, a communist Vietnam, and other not so
liberal states. In Europe, wartime exigencies have muted concerns about creeping authoritarianism on
NATO’s eastern and southern fronts. In the Middle East, Biden has concluded that Arab dictators are not
pariahs but vital partners. Defending a threatened order involves reviving the free-world community. It
also, apparently, entails buttressing an arc of imperfect democracies and outright autocracies across
much of the globe. Biden’s conflicted strategy reflects the realities of contemporary coalition building:
when it comes to countering China and Russia, democratic alliances go only so far. Biden’s approach also
reflects a deeper, more enduring tension. American interests are inextricably tied to American values: the
United States typicaily enters into great-power competition because it fears mighty autocracies will
otherwise make the world unsafe for democracy. But an age of conflict invariably becomes, to some
degree, an age of amorality because the only way to protect a world fit for freedom is to court impure
partners and engage in impure acts.
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