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The misapprehension about gender performativity is this: that gender is a choice, or that gender is a role, or that -
gender is a construction that one puts on, as one puts on clothes in the morning, that there is a “one” who is prior
to this gender, a one who goes to the wardrobe [closet] of gender and decides with deliberation which gender it
will be today. This is a voluntarist account of gender which presumes a subject, intact, prior to its gendering. The
sense of gender performativity that I meant to convey is something quite different. [...] Gender performativity is
not a matter of choosing which gender one will be today. Performativity is a matter of reiterating or repeating

the norms by which one is constituted: it is not a radical fabrication of a gendered self. It is a compulsory
repetition of prior and subjectivating norms, ones which cannot be thrown off at will, but which work, animate,
and constrain the gendered subject, and which are also the resources from which resistance, subversion,
displacement are to be forged.
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