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1. English as a lingua franca (ELF) is the use of the English language as a common
means of communication for speakers of different languages. With the spread of
ELF, researchers have started to explore its effects on interpreting quality and on
the conference interpreting profession as a whole. Cook (2012) pointed out three
aspects which interpreters are affected by ELF: (1) Many interpreters are non-
native English speakers. (2) Many sources texts are from non-native English
speakers and target texts for non-native English speakers. (3) Many receivers of
interpreting service now understand English source texts and therefore do not
absolutely need interpreting service. Please discuss from these three perspectives
the effects of ELF on the profession of conference interpreting and how interpreters
can cope with this trend.
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