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HFFHREAIERE T (explanatory capacity) » (25%)

(A) After Shanghai {current population 15 million), Dubai (current population 1.5 million})
is the planet’s biggest building site: an emerging dreamworld of conspicuous
consumption and what the locals boast as ‘supreme lifestyles’. Despite its blast-furnace
climate (on typical 120 degree summer days, the swankier hotels refrigerate their
swimming pools) and edge-of-the-war-zone location, Dubai confidently predicts that its
enchanted forest of 600 skyscrapers and malls will attract 15 million overseas visitors a
year by 2010, three limes as many as New York City. .. Dozens of outlandish
mega-projects—including the artificial ‘island world’ (where Rod Stewart has reportedly
spent $33 million to buy ‘Britain®), the earth’s tallest building (Burj Dubai, designed by
Skidmore, Owings& Merrill), the underwater luxury hotel, the carnivorous dinosaurs, the
domed ski resort and the hyper-mall—are already under construction or about to leave the
drawing board. The 7-star hotel, the spinnaker-shaped Burj Al-Arab—Ilooking much like
the set of a James Bond film—is already world-famous for its $5,000 per-night rooms
with 100-mile views and an exclusive clientele of Arab royalty, English rock stars and
Russian billionaires....Like a surrealist encyclopaedia, its 45 ma}or ‘world class’ projects
include replicas of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Taj Mahal and the Pyramids, as
well as a snow mountain with ski lifts and polar bears, a center for ‘extreme sports’, a
Nubian village, ‘Eco-Tourism World’, a vast Andalusian spa and wellness complex, golf
courses, autodromes, race tracks, ‘Giants® World’, ‘Fantasia’, the largest zoo in the
Middle East, several new 5-star hotels, a modemn art gallery and the Mall of Arabia.
(Mike Davis, 2006, “Fear and Money in Dubai®)
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3. EtE () HTEEERR (wban/local regime theory) » LR (b)2BRE EEMELE
(global production network, GPN theory) FR{EHEAE R — AR’ S
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4. ZEMEBYTIEFR (spatial inequality or uneven development) +  7E A 37 #b3E2
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() (TEEERBEAE BNV ZSHT SR (spatial inequality or uneven

development in terms of ecological/environmental dimension)?
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