A 10

#B EEXER

i

x: 1

Brd®A® 112 SEEHELHEELRRE

A 2 10
#3RAx¥ 1R

Answer the following questions in well-written and well-supported essays to show your knowledge of and insight into

English literature.

L. Choose ONE of the passages to identify the period and title of the work, and discuss its significance in the development of

English literature. (25%)

(A)
“Chees now,” quod she, “oon of thise things twaye:
To han me foul and old til that I deye
And be to you a trewe humble wif,
And nevere you displease in al my lif,
Or elies ye wol han me yong and fiar,
And take youre aventure of the repair
That shal be to youre hous by cause of me—
Or in some other place, wel may be.
Now chees yourselven wheither that you liketh.”
This knight aviseth him and sore siketh;
But atte laste he saide in this manere:

'. “My lady and my love, and wif s dere,

I putte me in youre wise governaunce:

Cheseth yourself which may be most plesaunce
And most honour to you and me-also. o
1 do not fors the wheither of the two,

For as you liketh it suffiseth me.”

(B)

“And now he spurns my silk,” the lady responded,
“so simple in itself, or so it appears,

so little and unlikely, worth nothing, or less.

But the knight who knew of the power knitted in it
would pay a high price to possess it, perhaps.

For the body which is bound within this green belt,
as long as it is buckled robustly about him,

will be safe against anyone who seeks to strike him,
and all the slyness on earth wouldn’t see him slain.”
The man mulled it over, and it entered his mind

it might just be the jewel for the jeopardy he faced
and save him from the strike in his challenge at the chapel.
With luck, it might et him escape with his life.

2. Identify the author and title of ONE of the poems and then provide textual and contextual analysis. You discussion MUST
include the author’s comment on another poet (Shakespeare / Poet of Nature) and how it fits the author’s own aesthetics.

(25%)

(A)

What needs my Shakespeare for his honored bones,
The labor of an age in piléd stones,

Or that his hallowed relics should be hid

Under a star-ypointing pyramid?

Dear son of Memory, great heir of fame,

What need’st thou such weak witness of thy name?
Thou in our wonder and astonishment

Hast built thyself a live-long monument.

For whilst to th’ shame of slow-endeavoring art,
Thy easy numbers flow, and that each heart

Hath from the leaves of thy unvalued book

Those Delphic lines with deep impression took,
Then thou, our fancy of itself bereaving,

Dost make us marble with too much conceiving;
And so septilchred in such pomp dost lie,

That kings for such a tomb would wish to die,

(B)

Poet of Nature, thou hast wept to know

That things depart which never may return:

Childhood and youth, friendship and love’s first glow,
Have fled like sweet dreams, leaving thee to mourn. 7
These common woes I feel. One loss is mine

Which thou too feel’st, yet I alone deplore.

Thou wert as a lone star, whose light did shine

On some frail bark in winter’s midnight roar:

Thou hast like to a rock-built refuge stood

- Above the blind and battling multitude:

In honoured poverty thy voice did weave

-Songs consecré;te to truth and liberty,—

Deserting these, thou leavest me to grieve,
Thus having been, that thou shouldst cease to be.
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3. Identify the period, author, and title of ONE of the poems and then provide textual and contextual analysis. You discussion
MUST include comments on the school the work belongs to, such as its characteristic traits and other writers of the same

school. (25%)

(A)

Turning and turning in the widening gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.

Surely some revelation is at hand:

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert
A shape with lion body and the head of a man,

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it

Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds. -

The darkness drops again; but now I know

That twenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?

(B)

Mark but this ﬂéa, and mark in this,

How little that which thou deniest me is; -

Me it sucked first, and now sucks thee,

And in this flea our two bloods mingled be;

Thou know’st that this cannot be said

A sin, or shame, or loss of maidenhead,
Yet this enjoys before it woo,
And pampered swells with one blood made of two,
And this, alas, is more than we would do.

Oh stay, three lives in one flea spare,
Where we almost, nay more than married are.
This flea is you and 1, and this
Our marriage bed, and marriage temple is;
Though parents grudge, and you, we are met,
And cloistered in these living walls of jet.
Though use make you apt to kill me,
Let not to that, self~murder added be,
And sacrilege, three sins in killing three.

Cruel and sudden, hast thou since

Purpled thy nail in blood of innocence?

Wherein could this flea guilty be,

Except in that drop which it sucked from thee?

Yet thou triumph’st, and say'st that thou

Find’st not thy self, nor me the weaker now;
"Tis true; then learn how false, fears be:
Just so much honor, when thou yield’st to me,
Will waste, as this flea’s death took life from thee.

4. Choose ONE of the excerpts to identify the title and author of the work. Analyze the text provided and discuss (1) the

background {social, political, historical, and/or cultural) of the issues addressed in the work, and (2) the significance and

influence of the work. (25%)

(A) Infant’s flesh will be in season throughout the year, but more plentiful in March, and a little before and after; for we are

told by a grave author, an eminent French physician, that fish being a prolific diet, there are more children born in Roman

.Catholic countries about nine months after Lent, than at any other season; therefore, reckoning a year after Lent, the markets

will be more glutted than usual, because the number of Popish infants, is at least three to one in this kingdom, and therefore it

will have one other collateral advantage, by lessening the number of Papists among us.
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(B) In using the myth, in manipulating a continuous parallel between contemporaneity and antiquity, Mr. Joyce is pursuing a
method which others must pursue after him. They will not be imitators, any more than the scientist who uses the discoveries of
an Einstein in pursuing his own, independent, further investigations. It is simply a way of controlling, of ordering, of giving a
shape and a significance to the immense panorama of futility and anarchy which is contemporary history. It is a method
already adumbrated by Mr. Yeats, and of the need for which I believe Mr. Yeats to have been the first contemporary to be
conscious. It is a method for which the horoscope is auspicious. Psychology (such as it is, and whether our reaction fo it be
comic or serious), ethnology, and The Golden Bough have concurred to make possible what was impossible even a few years
ago. Instead of narrative method, we may now use the mythical method.
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