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Russian President Vladimir Putin confirmed on Tuesday that Edward
Snowden, the former CIA employee wanted by the United States for
leaking state secrets, is in Moscow. Commenting on Washington' s
warning, issued a day earlier, that countries that had helped Snowden
travel from Hong Kong to Moscow would face consequences in bilateral
relations, Putin said that Russia does not have a relevant extradition
agreement with the United States and that any accusations leveled
regarding Moscow' s refusal to hand over Snowden were “nonsense,”
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The United States is committed to a strategic rebalance to the
Asia-Pacific and aims to strengthen its ties in the region, Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel told an audience of Pacific leaders here
today. ---To address those challenges, he said, America and
Asia-Pacific nations must “strengthen exisfi_ng alliances, forge new
partnerships, and build coalitions based on common interests to
ensure this region’ s future is peaceful and prosperous.” -+ Hagel
added that the Navy will forward-base 60 percent of its assets in
the Pacific by 2020, and the Air Force has allocated 60 percent of
its overseas-based forces, including tactical aircraft and bomber
forces from the continental United States, to the Asia-Pacific.
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