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Russia's president has asked partiament to revoke the right of military intervention
in Ukraine, where rebels have been fighting government troops, Vladimir Putin's
move was aimed at "normalizing the situation” in the conflict-torn eastern regions

of Ukraine, his press-secretary said.
The parliament authorized Mz Putin to use foree in Ukraine on 1 March.

Ukraine said M. Putin's latest move was a "first practical step" towards settling the
crisis in the east. In a statement, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko stressed that
this came after Mr. Putin had officially supported Kiev's peace plan, which involved
a ceasefire. '

Since March, Moscow has annexed Ukraine's southemn Crimea peninsula.
(2012/6/24 BBC)
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