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Man, are you capable of being just? It is a woman who poses the question; you will not deprive her of that
right at least. Tell me, what gives you sovereign empire to oppress my sex? Your strength? Your talents?
Observe the Creator in his wisdom; survey in all her grandeur that nature with whom you seem to want to be
in harmony, and give me, if you dare, an example of this tyrannical empire. Go back to animals, consult the
elements, study plants, finally glance at all the modifications of organic matter, and surrender to the evidence
when I offer you the means; search,.probe, and distinguish, if you can, the sexes .in the administration of
nature. Everywhere you will find them mingled; everywhere they cooperate in harmonious togetherness in
this immortal masterpiece.

Man alone has raised his exceptional circumstances to a principle. Bizarre, blind, bloated with science and
degenerated-in a century of enlightenment and wisdom-into the crassest ignorance, he wants to command as a
despot a sex which is in full possession of its intellectual faculties; he pretends to enjoy the Revolution and to
claim his rights to equality in order to say nothing more about it.

Postscript
Woman, wake up! The tocsin of reason is being heard throughout the whole universe; discover your rights.
- The powerful empire of nature is no longer surrounded by prejudice, fanaticism, superstition, and lies. The
flame of truth has dispersed all the clouds of folly and usurpation. Enslaved man has muitiplied his strength
and needs recourse to yours to break his chains. Having become free, he has become unjust to his companion.
Oh, women, women! When will you cease to be blind? What advantage have you received from the
Revolution? A more pronounced scorn, a more marked disdain. In the centuries of corruption you ruled only
over the weakness of men.

( From Women in Revolutionary Paris. 1789-1795, edited by Darline Gay Le.vy, Harriet Bronson Applewhite
and Mary Durham Johnson. Champaign, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1979.)
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