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1. Elaborate on the following topics by making use of, or referring to, the

concepts in the prescribed reading. Answers can be in Chinese or English. (60%)
1. Name, and give examples of, different types of explicitation in translation.

2. Do you agrée that the Nietzschean notion that all knowledge is perspectival (i.e.
conditioned by one’s point of view) a relevant argument for the “ideology of

translation”? Give some examples to substantiate your answer.

3. Discuss the “bridge” metaphor in the discourse of translation. Why is the notion

“les belles infid2les” is a case of the gendering of translation?

4., Translation studies is an academic discipline that adopts a “descriptive” approach
to translation in the target culture, which may be product-oriented,
process-oriented, or function-oriented. Briefly elaborate on the relevant activities

involved in different orientations.

II. Analyze and comment on the following text of a prose translated into |
Chinese. Credits will be given to candidates who can problematize the translated
text and engage themselves in sustained academic discussion of -
translation/translating. (40%)
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A Winter Walk

morning. The snow lies warm as cotton or down upon the win-
dow sill; the broadened sash and frosted panes admit a dim and
private light, which enhances the snug cheer within. The stiliness
of the momning is impressive. The floor creaks under our feet as
we move toward the window to look abroad through some clear
space over the fields. We see the roofs stand under their spow
burden. From the eaves and fences hang stalactites of snow, and
in the yard stand stalagmites covering some concealed core. The
trees and shrubs rear white arms to the sky on every side; and
where were walls and fences, we see fantastic forms stretching in
frolic gambols across the dusky landscape, as if Nature had strewn
her fresh designs over the fields by night as models for man’s art.

Silently we unlatch the door, letting the drift fall in, and step
abroad to face the cutting air. Already the stars have lost some
of their sparkle, and a dull, leaden mist skirts the horizon. A lurid
brazen light in the east proclaims the approach of day, while the
western landscape is dim and spectral still, and clothed in a somber
Tartarean light, like the shadowy realms. They are Infernal sounds
only that you hear — the crowing of cocks, the barking of dogs,
the chopping of wood, the lowing of kine, all seem to come from
Pluto’s barnyard and beyond the Styx — not for any melancholy
they suggest, but their twilight bustie is too solemn and mysterious
for earth. The recent tracks of the fox or ofter, in the yard, remind
us that each hour of the night is crowded with events, and the
primeval nature is still working and making tracks in the snow.

We sleep, and at length awake to the still reality of a winter
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Opening the_gate, we tread brisky along the lone country road,
crunching the dry and crisped snow under our feet, or aroused by
the sharp, clear creak of the wood sied, just starting for the distant
market, from the early farmer’s door, where it has lain the summer
long, dreaming amid the chips and stubble; while far through the
drifts and powdered windows we see the farmer’s early candle,
like a paled star, emitting a lonely beam, as if some severe virtue
were at its matins there. And one by one the smokes begin to
ascend from the chimneys amid the trees and snows.

We hear the sound of woodchopping at the farmers® doors, far
over the frozen earth, the baying of the house-dog, and the distant
clarion of the cock ~— though the thin and frosty air conveys only
the finer particles of sound to our ears, with short and sweet vibra-
tions, as the waves subside soonest on the purest and lightest
liquids, in which gross substances sink to the bottom. They come
clear and bell-like, and from a greater distance in the horizons, as
if there were fewer impediments than in summer to make them
faint and ragged. The ground is sonorous, like seasoned wood,
and even the ordinary rural sounds are melodious, and the jingling
of the ice on the trees is sweet and liquid. There is the least pos-
sible moisture in the atmosphere, all being dried up or congealed,
and it is of such extreme tenuity and elasticity that it becomes a
source of delight. The withdrawn and tense sky seems groined
like the aisles of a cathedral, and the polished; air sparkles as if
there were crystals of ice floating in it. As they who have resided
in Greenland tell us that when it freezes “the sea smokes like bum- : . sumy
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