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Overwhelming evidence shows that human activities are affecting the global climate,
with serious implications for public health. Catastrophic weather evants (e.g. the
Eight-eight Flood in Taiwan, 2009), variable climates that affect food and water supplies,
new patterns of infectious disease outbreaks (e.g. SARA, H1N1), and emerging diseases
linked to ecosystem changes, are all associated with global warming and pose health
risks.

Climate and weather already exert strong influences on health through deaths in
natural disasters such as floods, and in heat waves. Continuing climate change will affect,
in profoundly adverse ways, some of the most fundamental determinants of health such
as food, air and water. Areas with weak health infrastructure — mostly in remote areas of
any country - will be the least able fo cope without assistance to prepare and respond.
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