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Etymology:

< Anglo-Norman univercyté, universeté, universitee, Anglo-Norman and Old
French, Middle French université (French université ) community, corporation
(1214 in Old French). totality, universality (13th cent.), body of masters and
scholars engaged in giving and receiving instruction (1246), institution of higher
education (c1 255),‘ the whole of creation (1378)

< classical Latin @iniversitar-, dniversitas the whole, entire number, sum of

things, universe, (in legal use, from 2nd cent. A.D.) corporate body of people,

community, in post-classical Latin also universality, generalization (1159, ¢1200
in British sources), body of masters and scholars of an academic institution (from

1210 with reference to the University of Paris, frequently from 1231 in British

sources) A
<dniversys + -tds. Compare Old Occitan universitat (13th cent.),

Catalan universitar (14th cent.), Spanish universidad (1490),

Portuguese universidade (14th cent.), Italian universita (a1320). Compare also
Middie Dutch universiteit (Dutch universiteir), Middle Low German universitéte,
Middle High German universitét (German Universitir), Swedish universitet,

Danish universitet.

1.

a. An institution of higher education offering tuition in mainly non-vocational
subjects and typically having the power to confer degrees. Also: the members,
colleges, buildings, etc., of such an institution collectively. In later use also in
prepositional phrases without article, as ar university, to university, ete.

b. In extended use. Cf. the university of life at Phrases 2a.

2.

a. The whole body or number of a specified group or class (esp. an extensive one

b

as creatures, things, etc.). Also fig. Cf. UNIVERSALITY #. 6a. rare after 18th cent.
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b. The entirety of something; all things, all creation. Obs.

t¢. The whole world; the universe. Cf. UNIVERSALITY 5. 6b. Obs.

Td. The whole people, the masses; = UNIVERSALITY 7. 6a(b). Obs. rare.

e. Law. The whole of the legal privileges, obligations, etc., belonging to a
particular individual, regarded collectively; freq. in university of rights and

duties. Now hist. and rare.

3.
ta. A company of persons associated together for some purpose. Obs. rare™".
b. A body or class of persons regarded collectively; esp. an association of persons

forming a corporate body or society, a corporation, a guild. Now Aist,

4. The fact or quality of being universal in character; inclusiveness,

completeness. Cf. UNIVERSALITY #. la. Obs. rare.
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