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Mao Zedong, born in 1893 to a farming family in Hunan province, served with local student volunteer forces in
the area of Changsha. He witnessed the speedy collapse of the Qing armies at firsthand, cut off his queue, and
had the grim experience of seeing the murdered bodies of the two most prominent Revolutionary Alliance [ 8
4] leaders lying in the city street. They had been killed not by Qing troops, but by republican supporters of the
provincial assembly president Tan Yankai [3¥4& ], who sought a more moderate path for China. Mao served
briefly as a private in the Hunan republican army, and there came across pamphlets by the socialist thinker Jiang
Kanghu [=- 70 2], who founded the first Chinese Socialist party in November 1911. N

The second man, Chiang Kai-shek, had been born in 1887 to a salt-merchant family near the foreign treéty port
of Ningbo in Zhejiang province. Following the route of many ambitious young Chinese of some means, he had
gone to Japan to study in a military academy, where he stayed from 1908 to 1910. Chiang joined the Revolutionary
Alliance, through which he became a close associate of the Zhejiang leader Chen Qimei [BR £ %]; when Chen
.became military governor of Shanghai during November 1911, Chiang was promoted to be one of his regimental
commanders. He served courageously in the attack on Hangzhou and in the effort to win the city over to the
revolutionary cause. According to various accounts, Chiang's baptism of personal violence came when he
instigated or performed the assassination of a d.iééident member of the Revolutionary Alliance who opposed both
Sun Yat-sen and Chiang's mentor Chen Qimei. (267 words; selected from The Search for Modern China by

Jonathan Spence. )
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[ 3£ s & %} In 2018, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development published the
amount of time per day that women and men spent doing unpaid household chores such as cleaning,
shopping, and child care. If you calculate the gender gap in each country, a pattern emerges. There is
a striking correlation between countries where women and men behave more equally in the home and
countries where women are more equally represented in government. Take Sweden, 44 percent of
whose parliamentarians are women. There, the gap between the amount of housework done by men
and that done by women is less than an hour a day. In the U.S., where women will soon make up
roughly 23 percent of Congress, the housework gender gap is an hour and a half. In Hungary, where
women account for 10 percent of parliament, it is well over two hours. (The New Authoritarians are
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Waging War on Women, by Peter Beinart)
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